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SME Program Overview and Update

Of Telecom Association's four types of vendor membership (Subject Matter Expert "SME", regular Vendor, Premier Vendor & Accredited Vendor), the Subject Matter Expert or "SME" program is designed specifically for individuals that have a narrow professional expertise and a regular TA vendor membership is more than they need.
The TA SME program promotes the skills of the individual SME to TA's audience of 3,800 members and the Internet at large using TA's multiple email blast, targeted blog, vendor directory and "Members Choice" Awards programs but on a smaller scale than the regular TA vendor member program. While TA accepts most regular TA vendor applicants, TA selects very few SME applicants and then only when the SME's expertise offers unique value to TA's 3,800 members that they may not be getting from one or more of TA's existing vendor members.
This document was last updated on 8/12/2010.  Program updates are noted at www.TAvendor.com. 
SME Program Guidelines
1. SME's can send email blasts to TA's opt-in audience once per month

2. SME listings in TA vendor directories are by full personal name after the letters "SME"

3. SMEs are listed in order of seniority in vendor directories after regular vendor listings

4. SMEs are listed in appropriate vendor categories after regular TA vendor members

5. SMEs have full access to publishing in any TA blog
SME Accreditation Guidelines
While regular TA vendor members can choose to become accredited by TA or not, SMEs must "accredit" themselves as follows:
1. [image: image2.wmf]SMEs must exhibit at least 5 professional business recommendations on LinkedIn that testify to the SMEs expertise within the first month of joining TA as a SME

2. By the end of the first year of being a TA SME, 10 professional business recommendations need to be on file on the TA SME's LinkedIn profile

3. To maintain TA SME listing and seniority after year 1, SME must always have at least 10 professional business recommendations not older than 12 months on their LinkedIn profile

4. Accredited TA SMEs are authorized to display the TA SME badge artwork
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SME Fees:
A one-time, setup fee of $495 applies when SME's join TA. The setup fee includes being listed in all appropriate TA directory categories, a TA SME index page on the TA website, a recorded introductory interview and other assistance to help SME get introduced to the TA membership.
A monthly fee of $95 is charged each calendar month in advance on the 25th of the previous month. Monthly fees are prorated the first calendar month. All fees are paid by automatic credit card payment and are non-refundable.
Term & Cancellation:
SME monthly membership can be cancelled any time by either party with 30-day confirmed email notice. No refunds are given for unused or cancelled SME membership. In the event that SME monthly fees are unpaid longer than 30-days then SME membership is automatically cancelled,  SME seniority is lost and SME must pay a new setup fee to be re-instated. 
Questions? 
Dan Baldwin, Executive Director, 951-251-5155 tel, Dan@TelecomAssociation.com email   
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