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- October 23, 2007
Subject: Nerd Dream Date

These two nerds are having a great time! That girl is so excited about the future!!! I agree with Spuzz, make sure to notice all the reactions of other fairgoers from the line jumping.
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- September 20, 2007
Subject: Almost Jetsons

Interesting to see that some of the innovations making their debut in '64 actually did happen - but not for close to a full generation after...
For example, domestic "call waiting" and auto-dialing did not come into use in the home until the 1980's. Before the cell phone was ubiquitous, I remember using a small beeper/tone to check my phone messages at home [from a remote location like a telephone booth!] on the answering machine in 1984 - and this was supposedly rather revolutionary. 

Certainly a number of options were available for corporate use earlier on, but very expensive and out of reach for the domestic consumer. Sad how things can take such a long time for general acceptance. Nevertheless - I always enjoy the cheerful "wonder of it all" optimism of these films. It seems now, we're all just so jaded with our "done that/been there" attitude. Do they even have a World's Fair anymore? Or is that an impossibility now - that everything is obsolete within a month or two, so an exhibit of the future would end up being in the past?
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- September 17, 2007
Subject: Hmmmm...!

I'm surprised that my reivew, written earlier this yea,rdid not make it through...that girl looks like she was played by either Hayley Millers or Shelley Fabares...that music DOES sound like David Rose (a little like the music Marc Shaiman used under the Tracy Turnblad-visits-Jerry Stiller-scene in the current remake of John Waters'sHairspray (set in the EXACT same era) and at the end (underneath "Hairspray..A New Line Cinema Release'.) I also love that description.."gee whiz teens!" LOL!

And BTW I was born in Southern Calif.in 1960 and so did not even visit Seattle till 1998!:) Therefore it is like being there..and thanks.
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- July 15, 2007
Subject: A Nostalgia for the Future

I was 10 and I was there at the Fair, in my own back yard: Seattle. For six months I thought that Century 21 was the way things were and were going to be. Air cars! Smart pills! The emerging wonders of new technology and space exploration. I was given a pass and I went every day I could, especially inthe summer. The Space Needle 8x and the cathedral-like U.S. Science Pavillion 16x, where I bought paperbacks of One, Two, Three...Infinity by George Gamov and Science and the Modern World by A.N.Whitehead. I saw a million dollars worth of $1.00, C21 memorial coins all together in a transparent cage. I rode the Sky Ride, the monorail and the bumper cars countless times and bought and ate a slice of the worlds largest cake. I collected brochures and memories from every friendly nation on earth (at the fair all nations were friendly). Such promise! Such optimism! Such admirable naivete'. Who could imagine the assasination of JFK, MLK, and RFK?; the quagmire of Vietnam, the clash of culture and counterculture and the slow cynical decline of American values just around the corner in time? Alas! For "one brief shineing moment" it really was, for one ten-year-old boy at least, Camelot. To this day there is a painful emptiness where that sense of unending goodness used to be. But I wouldn't trade my memories of Century 21, the Seattle Worlds Fair for anything on earth.
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- September 27, 2006
Subject: Enjoyable

Enjoyable film made to advertise telephones. Not one of the greatest films in the archive, but still good. Historcial interest 4/5, fun factor 4/5, "I cant believe i found it!" factor 4/5.
worth downloading. Thanks Mr prelinger!
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- June 25, 2006
Subject: Native Culture so quickly forgotten

What amazes me about these old videos is how quickly American bought into the White Man's Burden, and how quickly they forgot that other people were here before them.
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- October 27, 2005
Subject: How'd Hilary Do That?

How did Hilary Duff travel back in time to star in this 1962 chestnut?
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- May 29, 2005
Subject: Kewl BellSys Stuff; Irrtating Trenchers.

The Bell Sys stuff is pretty cool, the Electronic Central Office is just a bit frightening the way they describe it (And also, glass tubes are NOT transistors!) DDD is nice (Finally! No operator!) 

The Skinner box and deck of cards helix is slightly odd.

The worst thing is the scifi/horror sound at the beginning, and the 2 people in this buissiness are just ugly (read: Trenchers), the girl seems to be wearing a bathmat as a skirt and the dude looks like he's one of the Hardy Boys (UGH) and they rin around, killing time, and infamously attacking this (seemingly) bewildered Asian woman (I've heard of 'Please touch', but this is going too far!) and generally being irritating. They get their comeuppance later when this bad singing dude comes on and invades the space needle.

The rotary dial/touch tone comparison is nice, but I prefer the old ones (You can hear the numbers people are dialing by listening to the clicks!)

-uniQ

Revision 2
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- March 28, 2005
Subject: Rolfe And Liesl On Vacation

Very Well Done Movie From Jerry Fairbanks.Well Worth The Download.

Reviewer: Jilly9 - [image: image55.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image56.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image57.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image58.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image59.png]


- March 19, 2005
Subject: David Rose music?

Sure sounds like David Rose did the score for this.
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- January 29, 2005
Subject: Antiquated

I find it a little infuriating that they have been working on it for at least 41 years and we still do not have phone-controlled homes (well, we do, some places, but in infancy)
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- May 15, 2004
Subject: Terrific Time Capsule

I agree with the reviewer who stated that he continues to be amazed at the unearthly power of 1964's Central Office - a system that can "almost think for itself". 

The eeriest part of this film was the strange, elegiac theme song that appears at the end, while our young pair are staring up at the Sky Dome. Now that we're in the 21st Century, it seems to be an age tottering on the brink. But back in '64, "Century 21" was a wonderful thing, and this theme song captures the euphoria perfectly.

No, the future ain't what it used to be.

Reviewer: MediaWhore - [image: image70.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image71.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image72.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image73.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image74.png]


- May 11, 2004
Subject: futurama

Its funny how I'm still amazed by all of these gizmos and gadgets they show in this movie even though our technicalogical progression has grown so much since then
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- April 20, 2004
Subject: You can find more photos of the fair at www.duckisland.com

These photos are cool. I'm from the Northwest and remember the fair. I've looked for more photos like this and found a lot of them, including historical photos from our area on Duckisland.com.
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- April 15, 2004
Subject: Ma Bell at the World Fair

Very interesting. It's always funny to see how people dressed back in the old days. When I think of spending the day walking, I think of a coat, tie and dress shoes.

Funny how most of the phone stuff they talk about has come true. But it took a lot longer than they had planned. Like that really cool 6 pound pager.

Film is worth a look.
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- September 4, 2003
Subject: Century 21.

Was that a microwave? You know the thing with the bird pecking at those holes. I swear thats a microwave. Like every one would buy a bird for that thing. Yea right thats not how microwaves are now. Thats BS.
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image91.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image92.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/no_star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image93.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.archive.org/images/no_star.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image94.png]


- August 13, 2003
Subject: Rude teens

Wow, Spuzz wasn't kidding about the teens pushing everyone out of their way. I hated the way the girl kept pawing at the Asian woman's garb, like she was just a mannequin or something. Despite the irritating teens, it was kind of cool to see the upcoming innovations from the phone company.
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- April 14, 2003
Subject: Century 21 Exposition - the Seattle's World Fair

August of 1962, I went to this World's Fair as a child, and I can relate to these two young adults portrayed in this film from Bell Telephone Systems. Wandering over the fairgrounds with my parents, visiting and witnessing the sights and sounds of this great mecca for the State of Washington. I did witness the exhibits in the Bell Telephone building (since my mother worked for MaBell, I can relate to what was portrayed in this building) and marvel of the displays and presentations that is so presented in this film. The trip up to the observation deck of the Space Needle was the highlight of my thrill, in as well as the numerous rides we took on the monorail from our hotel to the fairgrounds. Yes, this fair was an excellent portrayal of the theme "Century 21 calling", for so much what was presented at this fair, eventually became a part of our lives years down the road.

Reviewer: Spuzz - [image: image100.png]
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- February 26, 2003
Subject: A Total Blast!

A very interesting look into the future, back in the 1965 Worlds Fair in Seattle, with phone features we now take for granted today being first introduced, like Call forwarding, Call answer, three way calling. Nearly every one of these features we now have. I say nearly, as we havent quite perfected the phone to turn on the oven for us.

Having gotten THAT out of our way, this film features simply one of the most obnoxious couples EVER. While it's certainly fun to see 1964 Seattle, I was constantly distracted by the hammy acting of the couple (especially the girl, who almost shrieks in excitement when she sees... an atom display). The FUNNIEST moments (and they are lots of them) is their sheer RUDENESS. They run run run from one exhibit to another, shoving other people out of the way. People recoil at the site of them charging (these are not actors recoiling, but actual visitors of the fair). In one scene, an older woman is SO startled by the couples' charging into the front of the crowd to watch the music she makes SUCH a rude face. This is a TOTAL must see. Easily one of my favorite films on the site.

Reviewer: Christine Hennig - [image: image105.png]
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- October 16, 2002
Subject: Century 21 Calling

An extremely white teenage couple frolics at the 1962 Seattle World's Fair, stopping by the Bell System display to find out about the phones of the future. This is a lot sillier than most Bell System films, mainly due to the frolicking teenage couple, who you could easily imagine doing a 5th Avenue commercial. Mildly campy fun.
Ratings: Camp/Humor Value: ****. Weirdness: ***. Historical Interest: ****. Overall Rating: ***. Also available on Assignment Venezuela and Other Shorts and Mystery Science Theatre 3000, Episode #906: Space Children.

Shotlist

Shows and explains telephone services of the future, many of which have been on exhibit at the Seattle World's Fair. 

a "gee whiz" teen boy and girl visit the 1962 Seattle World's Fair. Many good shots of various pavilions and exhibits at the Fair, including the Bell Telephone exhibit showcasing 1960's "cutting edge" telephones and communications. Excellent shots of the SPACE NEEDLE (panning up, day and night shots, and filmed at night atop the Needle looking out over Seattle. Also, view from Space Needle elevator as it rises to the top, at night.) 

Shots of monorail. 
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